私が駐在しているオハイオの会社に、本社から常勤監査役が海外視察の名目で訪ねてこられた。

私は上司から、関係会社への付き添いと案内を命じられ、監査役と同行することになった。初対面の上、全く関係事情を知らされていない私は、車中なかなか会話の糸口を見出せないでいた。やがて彼から趣味についての質問があり,少しずつ会話が成立するようになった。私はこちらで剣道をしていることなどを話した。 監査役は白髪で物静かな人物であった。しばらく沈黙の後、彼は静かに『昔、アメリカに大変強い剣道家がいたらしいですね』と口火をきり、その強い剣道家の歴史について少しずつ語り始めた。

『幕末期、森要蔵という北辰一刀流の塾頭が千葉門下にあり名を馳せていたこと。戊辰戦争時は、故郷の会津に戻り 数十名の抜刀隊を率いて圧倒的兵力の官軍に切り込んだこと。要蔵の子寅雄と共に見事な太刀捌きで壮絶な死に際であったこと。寅雄の姪は我が子に叔父と同じ寅雄と名付け、剣道修業の為 野間清二（講談社社長）の道場にその子を預けたこと。寅雄は若くして剣道の達人になるが、事情有り渡米し、全米に剣道の普及を行ったこと等』私は『森寅雄』の名をよく耳にしていたので、大変興味深くその話を聞いた。森寅雄の名は、時々有賀先生から教わる 先生渡米のいきさつの中に登場していたからである。今度は私が監査役に、私の師である有賀弘毅について話をすることになった。

『昭和40年頃、カナダに住む日本人剣道愛好家が、アメリカで剣道の指導にあたっていた森寅雄に、カナダでも指導して欲しいと切望したが、事情で叶わなかったこと。かわりに日本に指導者を探しに行くことになり、二人で出掛けたこと。その当時、中央大学が学生選手権を制覇しており、その中のメンバーに有賀弘毅があった。森寅雄は有賀の出身道場（大義塾）の縁者でもあることから、カナダへ剣道の指導者として来てくれるよう説得を行ったこと。有賀もこれを意気に感じ了承し、3５年の永きに渡るカナダ及び、アメリカ剣道指導の礎となった』ことなどを話した。

有賀先生は現在もオハイオ州マイアミバレー剣道クラブで指導を続けておられるが、そのクラブの稽古は実にタフである。先ずしっかりと摺り足をやり、打ち込みを併せてたっぷり1時間はおこなうが、慣れない内は相当辛い。それから面を付けて基本稽古の後やっと地稽古になる等、基本をしっかりやる旧態然とした稽古である。当時、私は密かにマイアミバレー剣道クラブの稽古は、タイムマシーンで時空を超えた唯一無二の稽古だと思っていた。先生は師である森寅雄先生の言葉を受け、35年にも及ぶ永い歳月を北米の剣道発展の為に、今も指導を続けておられる。その足跡はあまりにも大きく偉大である。

監査役を乗せた車は、やがて最初の訪問会社に到着した。我々は会社の玄関先で有賀弘毅先生の出迎えを受け会議室へと向かった。 先生は今、この会社で現地採用マネージャーとして勤務されているのである。

平成12年2月25日は実に不思議で、心地よい一日であった。
(English translation)

A standing statutory auditor from the company's headquarter office visited my office located in Ohio for observation of the overseas offices. I was appointed as an attendant and traveled with him to the related companies.

Since it was my first time seeing him and no one has told me what kind of person he is, I was having trouble opening a conversion with him. While later, he asked me about my hobbies, and finally we started talking each other. I talked about Kendo and told him that I practice here in the U.S. as well. My impression of him was that he had gray hair and a quiet person. After a moment of silence, he opened up a conversation again and quietly said, “I’ve heard that there was a very strong Kendo player in the U.S. long time ago”, and then told me about the history of the Kendo player who he mentioned about.
Yozo Mori, a leader of the Hokushin Itto-Ryu Kenjutsu School, who trained under Chiba-sensei, achieved nationwide prominence during the last days of the Tokugawa regime. He returned to his hometown of Aizu during the Boshin War (Japan’s last civil war) and fought against the large government forces as a leader of several dozen sword fighters. It was a fierce battle even with his and his son, Torao Mori’s extraordinary sword fighting skills, and in his last moment, he looked proud and truly majestic. 
Torao’s niece named her son after Torao, and brought him to the Noma Dojo established by Seiji Noma, founder of the Kodansha publishing for Kendo training. Torao became the master of Kendo at a young age and after that, moved to the U.S. to promote Kendo all over the country.

I listened to his stories with great interest because I often heard the name of Torao Mori-sensei. Ariga-sensei often mentioned that name when he told us about his story – what brought him to the U.S. Then I start talking about my sensei, Koki Ariga.

In the mid 60’s, a Japanese Kendo enthusiast from Canada desperately asked Mori-sensei, who lived and taught Kendo in the U.S. at that time, to teach Kendo in Canada, however, it never happened for some unfortunate reason. Instead, the Japanese Kendo enthusiast and Mori-sensei went to Japan to look for an instructor. At that time, Chuo-University dominated the Kendo national university championship and Ariga-sensei was the member of the championship team. Since Mori-sensei was related to the Dojo that Ariga-sensei used to belong to (Ohgi-Jyuku), Mori-sensei convinced Ariga-sensei to move to Canada to teach Kendo. Ariga-sensei respected Mori-sensei’s passion and dedication to Kendo and finally accepted the offer. Since then, Ariga-sensei has been teaching Kendo for 35 years in Canada and the U.S. 

Even today, Ariga-sensei continues teaching Kendo at the Miami-Valley Kendo Club in Ohio, and the practice is pretty tough. The practice begins with repeated “Suriashi (footwork)”, and then “Uchikomi (repeated striking of set targets)” training for about an hour that may be too hard for someone who hasn’t gotten used to. After putting on “Men (a helmet for Kendo)” the practice moves to the basic drills followed by “Jigeiko (free sparring)”. His practice is very old-school and emphasizing basics. Back in those days, I secretly thought that the practice at the Miami-Valley Kendo Club is quite unique, as if brought in our time beyond space and time. 

Ariga-sensei inherits his sensei, Torao Mori-sensei’s Kendo spirit and continues to step up effort to educate Kendo enthusiasts for further expansion of Kendo in North America. His achievements are extremely remarkable and respectable. 
A while later, our car arrived in the first destination. We received a warm welcome from Ariga-sensei at the entrance of the office and headed to the meeting room. He is a locally hired manager of the company we visited.
February 25, 2000, I remember this day as oddly enough, but quite a pleasant day.

